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THE ANNUAL TEMPLE FESTIVAL WAS IN FULL SWING AT MAHULI KSHETRA 

IN SATARA DISTRICT, WHERE RAM SHASTRI SPENT HIS EARLY CHILDHOOD. 

AFTER THE PUJA, DONATIONS WOULD BE GIVEN TO ALL QUALIFIED BRAHMAN | 
STUDENTS ANP SCHOLARS PRESENT. | 





[AS THE NOTES OF THE CHANTS ROSE || RAM WAS FROLICKING IN THE WATER AND TEASING 
; INTO THE AIR— _ __HIS MORE SERIOUS PLAYMATES. 


YOU ARE WASTING 
YOUR TIME WITH THOSE |- 
HYMNS. GET BACK : 
INTO THE WATER, 

LET'S HAVE A RACE. 






RAMYATRAMYA~ Al 








RAMYAL CANT RAMYA CLAMBERED ONTO THE BANK. 


YOU HEAR ME2 - ren 
COME OUT IMMEDIATELY WHAT 5 THE | THE DONATIONS FOR THE 
|| MATTER, BRAHMANS-ARE ON. 


AND DRY YOURSELF. 


UN G.GET WHAT 
ay es CLE? RUN ALONG.GET WHAT 


HAS ANYTHING | | YOUCAN, 





'] DON’T ARGUE. 

BUT UNCLE DO AS I SAY. : 

|AM NEITHER A AFTER ALL | FEED AND| 7 
STUDENT NOR A CLOTHE _- 


I WILL NOT ACCEPT 
SCHOLAR. YOU, 


ANY DONATION] I 


] 


in| 


ij 
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EACH BRAHMAN HAD TO DECLARE HIS CREDEN- 
TIALS AND ONLY THEN COLLECT HIS GIFTS. 





WHEN IT WAS RAM?S TURN— 


Se = 











| NOW QUEUE UP AND TELL 





0 PRINE IM You ARE ASTUDENT q 
) ' OF ANY SCHOOL YOU CAN WHICH SCHOOL 
Pr THINK OFt DO YOUGO TO? |-3: 
pS oe 





ae any, ? 
“ 





RAM HUNG His HEAD IN SHAME,REFUSING TO LIE 
—ee man. | \4| [ oi 
AH-WELL- i i il | 


HERE IS OUR BS 
SHARE, a 














RAM TOOK THE MONEY MECHANICALLY AND 
WALKED AWAY, UTTERLY MISERABLE. 











HE IS ‘deus 
SIK 


| HAVE NO 
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HE HAD NOT COVERED MUCH DISTANCE. TURNING ON HIS TRACKS, HE PUSHED HIS WAY 


THE GUILT OF FALSEHOOD WEIGHED THROUGH THE CROWDS... 


| AM AN IDLER, A 

'\ VAGABOND. 

| THERE ARE OTHERS 
WHO DESERVE IT. 





. AND STOOD BEFORE THE SHASTRI. 





PLEASE TAKE THIS 
BACK.| AM NO SCHOLAR. 
| HAVE NO RIGHT TO IT. 





| AS HE MADE HIS WAY OUT OF THE CROWDS, — 
HIS UNCLE FOLLOWED HIM. 


| FORBID YOU TO ENTER 
MY HOME. YOU ARE YOUR LET MY FEET LEAD \ 
\ OWN MASTER. | WASH MY ME WHERE THEY /OU2O 
3) HANDS OFF You. WILL. / 







SUDDENLY ROUND A BEND IN THE ROAD— 


AH! A MANSION. 
{ PERHAPS | MIGHT 
| GET A JOB THERE. 
















AT THAT MOMENT A PUJARI CAME OUT. 


=: 


COME WITH ME. 




















INEEDAVOB. || | HAVE FINISHED MY 
) DO YOU THINK DAILY PUJA.1 AM 
_| ANAGAL SAHEB. HE WOULD EMPLOY FREE. 
WHAT DO YOU MEZ 
WANT2 | 


THERE |S ANAGAL SAHEB. 
PAY YOUR RESPECTS To HIM. | \/L 
HE IS AKIND MAN. IF YOUARE {  JOKeh 
LUCKY YOU WILL GET WHAT | 

YOU WANT, 


WHO ARE YOU2 WHERE DO YOU i) ee OH! YES! AND 
COME FROM2 WHAT DO YOU GRATEFULLY! 
WANT? oy ee 
[AM A POOR 
BRAHMAN LAD 
FROM MAHULI, IN 
| NEED OF A JOB. 








YOU WILL HAVE TO WASH 
CLOTHES, DRAW WATER, 
RUN ERRANDS... 


THEN YOU 
MAY START 

WORK. TODAY. 

AFTER A WEEK WE 
WILL DECIDE WHAT 
TO PAY YOU. 
















ANYTHING! 
ANYTHING! 


O RAMYAI HURRY! 
HAVEN’T YOU FINISHED 
THOSE DISHES? LOOK! - 


TAKE HIM TO 
YOUR MISTRESS | | 


AND ASK HER TO | 
ASSIGN HIM HIS NO WATER IN THE 


DUTIES. TUBS | 


HE WAS OFTEN HUMILIATED. || ROM OFTEN FELT LIKE GIVING UP HIS JOB.BUT_ 


= —— a —— 


SLOW COACH! UST NOT GIVE UR 
STILL AT YOUR FOOD2 | ined NOT GO me 


WHO ARE YOU2 3 
BEGGING TO MY 
A SHASTRI’S SON2 "is DISHONEST UNCLE. 





| AS THE DAYS PASSED,RAM GOT USED TO HIS WORK. 


AMYA, | 
RAMYA,HAVE YOU \N A MINUTE, I'VE 
FINISHED EATINGZ 


YOU. 





IF | BECOME A PUJARI, 
| WILL HAVE LEISURE ~ 
( ENOUGH To sTubY )/eo 
TO BE A SCHOLAR. 0 = 
aha |} 


SIR,CAN YOU RECITE 

THE PRAYERS SLOWLY2 

| WANT TO REPEAT THEM 
AFTER YOU. 


ey 
























"RAMs HOW CAN You MouTH) | THE PUJARI SMILED AND RECITING THE 
THESE NOW2SANSKRIT | | PRAYERS ATA SLOWER PACE. JUST THEN— 


1 WORDS ARE HARD UNLESS | 
RAMYA-A-A —— 


| THEY COME TO YOU IN 
| CHILDHOOD. NOINO! 


THE PUJARI- 
WAS AMUSED, 


















THE NEXT MOMENT THE CHIEF MENIAL 
CHARGED INTO THE ROOM. 


QQ) couLDN’T You HEAR 









at) 
DELL: 



































ANAGAL SAHEB ; ae 
ME2 WHAT ARE YOU | IS EXPECTED ANY GO,RAM! 

DOING HERE2 YOU SHOULP MOMENT. WHERE WE WILL “CL 
HAVE COME DOWN AN 1S THE WATER TO CONTINUE 


WASH HIS FEETZ | | TOMORROW, | 









RAM WAS READY WITH THE WATER 
WHEN ANAGAL ARRIVED. 


AND PUSHING RAM IN FRONT OF HIM, THE | 
CHIEF MENIAL LEFT THE ROOM. | 


Ss! SUCCESS WILL BE \_| 





RAM’S. SUCH bg 
CONCENTRATION! | 





FOOL! WHERE ARE 
YOU LOOKING2 WHAT 


ARE YOU THINKING OF2 


' YOUR EARRINGS | 
SIR! ! 


come 


WHY! DO YOU FEEL | YOU WILL FIRST 
LIKE WEARING | HAVE d+ BECOME 
SUCH EARRINGS 2 | WORTHY OF THEN. — 


| SHALL! 


| || ANAGAL DID NOT MEAN TO HURT RAN 
HA! HA! HA! BUT RAM WAS TOUCHED TO THE QUICK. 
AS MY MENIAL? | eee Ne 


LONGER YOUR 
MENIAL. 


| WILL GO TO VARANASI, 
FIND A MASTER, LEARN AT HIS 
| | FEET AND BECOME A 
THEN WHATARE | suastri. TILL THEN | WILL NOT 
YOU GOING TO | SET FOOT ON THIS LAND, 








ANAGAL REACHED INTO His CUMMERBUND ANO 
PULLED OUT A BAG OF COINS. 


BEFORE ANAGAL COULD REPLY THE PUJAR/ CAME 
ON THE SCENE. 















HERE! TAKE THIS 











WITH MY BLESSINGS. 
| AM CONFIDENT MAY YOU SUCCEED 
HE WILL. THIS Boy IS NO IN YOUR AMBITION. 


ORDINARY MENIAL! 








AND THE PUJARI TOLD ANAGAL ABOUT 
RAM'S ATTEMPTS TO LEARN SHLOKAS ANC 
HIS ABILITY TO CONCENTRATE. 


THE TREK TO VARANASI WAS ALONG AND ARDUOUS ONE FOR THE 
SIXTEEN-YEAR-OLD RAM BUT HE FINALLY REACHED. 


YOU HAVE GIVEN LEARNING AND WISDOM 
TO MILLIONS WHO HAVE COME TO you. 
| TOO HAVE COME TO YOUR FEET WITH THE HOPE 
OF ACQUIRING BOTH. DO NOT SPURN ME 
BUT GIVE ME THE PROTECTION OF ANOTHER. 


BER, ete eR 


Ua 
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HE WENT AROUND MAKING ENQUIRIES ABOUT 
THE BEST SCHOOLS. 


GURU PAIGUNDE’S 


SCHOOL IS EASILY 
THE BEST. BESIDES 


THE GURU IS AKIND| | 


PERSON, 


RAM WENT TO THE GURU. | 


IR, 

|HAVE COME ALL 
THE WAY FROM 
MAHULI IN THE 
SOUTH. | WANT TO 
LEARN. PLEASE 
ACCEPT ME AS 
YOUR PUPIL, 


WHERE DID YOU 
STUDY EARLIER? | 
HOW FAR HAVE 
YOU STUDIED 2 


THE SITUATION 
IMMEDIATELY. 


——<— 


NEVER MIND. YOU HAVE THE WILL 
TO LENRN. THAT |S IMPORTANT. YOU SHALL 


| HAVE NEVER BEEN BE MY PUPIL. 


TO SCHOOL BEFORE! 





SHALL TEACH You FROM | || RAM BEGAN HIS STUDIES.HE WAS A SINCERE 
THE VERY BEGINNING. 3 PUPIL AND THE GURU NEVER ONGE HAD To 
: ou 


| SHALL TURN YOU INTOA  lyny cuaie 
SCHOLAR. pial 


HAVE NO 
GAUSE FOR | | 
REGRET, SIR. 


SEE RAM! WE 
TOO HAVE GROWN 
MOUSTACHES. 
HA! Hal 


BUT RAM TOOK THE TEASING GOOD -HUMOUREDLY AND 


SOON BECAME A FAVOURITE. ONE DAY — 
Te = = = 


WHAT ARE | 
YOU DOING, 
RAM? 


THAT’S WRONG. 
REPEAT IT AFTER 


REPEATING MY SHLOKAS, AS 
MANY TIMES. AS THE GRAINS 
OF WHEAT HERE. THAT IS THE 
ONLY WAY TO MASTER 
SANSKRIT AT NY AGE. 
















TWELVE YEARS PASSED IN THIS MANNER | 
AND RAM EMERGED A MASTER IN THE VEDAS, 


VEDANGAS AND SHASTRAS. 


RAM, TOMORROW 


MA 
i 
| 


YOU SHALL BE ip ; 
ORDAINED A SHASTRI, f 
AND WILL BE FREE TO | A ) 


LEAVE THE SCHOOL. 








=, ie 


—— 


4 Fie, 
THE NEXT DAY — 











| DON’T SELL YOUR KNOWLEDGE. 
THAT 1S THE GREATEST DAKSHINA 


SIR, YOU MADE 
ME WHAT | AM 











TODAY. WHAT YOU COULD OFFER ME. LET JUSTICE, 
DAKSHINA CAN | THE KING AND SOCIETY BENEFIT 
OFFER YOU? | BY YOUR LEARNING. 


AFTER THE CEREMONY WAS OVER RAM SHASTRI LEFT FOR 
MAHULI KSHETRA DETERMINED TO REPAY HIS GURU TO THE LAST. 






AS SOON AS RAM SHASTRI ARRIVEP 
AT MAHULI KSHETRA, PESHWA MADHAV RAO 


SENT FOR HIM. yy 
A =, p “i 2 mre ll. 


RAM SHASTRI,THE 
RENOWNED SANSERIT 
SCHOLAR,HAS 
RETURNED TO 
MAHULI. INVITE 
HIM TO THE COURT. 






















MADHAV RAO WAS A GOOD RULER.BUT A 
| BRAHMAN By BIRTH, HE SPENT FAR TOO MUCH 

TIME ON RELIGIOUS RITUALS, OFTEN IN 

PREFERENGE TO HIS STATE DUTIES. 


IT 16 AN HOUR SINCE THE 
DURBAR HAS ASSEMBLED 
BUT THE PESHWA |S 
STILL AT HIS PUJA. 


ILL SEE 


WHEN RAM SHASTRI CAME 70 THE COURT 
AT POONA— 


fo 


| WISH TO 
7, APPOINT You 
(71 AS A JUDGE 
IN MY COURT. 


NY LORD, 
| AM HONOURED! 


=r 


as al oi ie ely I 
Se | r 1 
oa bi =a 
a +a 
= : ee 
if 
! |, \ [ ‘ ite an 
a ae 


ih ne : 





RAM SHASTRI SENT A MESSAGE TO THE 
PESHWA. BUT— 


ASK KAM SHASTRI 
TO WAIT. | HAVE NOT 
YET FINISHED. 











WHEN THE MESSENGER RETURNED 
UNSUCCESSFUL — 





THE RULER NEGLECTS 
HIS DUTIES. BUT HOW 
CAN | LET HIM KNOW 

WITHOUT OFFENDING 

a NI 





MY DUTIES AS A 
BRAHMAN GO ILL 

WITH MY DUTIES 

AS A JUDGE.SO! HAVE 
DECIDED TO GIVE UP ONE 





THEN HE HAP AN IDEA. A$ SOONAS THE PESHWA 
EMERGED FROM THE PUJA ROOM — 


| AM RESIGNING, 
MY LORD.1 AM 
LEAVING FOR 


THE PESHWA IMMEDIATELY UNDERSTOOP. 


- FF t 
YOU ARE A WISE MAN, ih 
INDEED. MATTERS OF 
STATE SHOULD COME FIRST. 
LET US GO AND MEET 


|| THE GOURT. 














MADHAV RAO'S CONFIDENCE IN RAM SHASTRI 
STEADILY GREW. WHEN THE CHIEF JUSTICE DIED, 
RAM SHASTRI WAS GIVEN THE APPOINTMENT. 


AFEW MONTHS LATER- 












| IT IS THE HARVEST 
SEASON, | SHALL VISIT 
MAHULI FOR A FEW DAYS. 





MY PLOUGH! 
pa] HELP!MY BULLOCKS! 

























eet O SPARE MY ONLY SON. Be WN Ng 
| } 1AM A WIDOW. WHO WILL Nie 3 aN , 
— LOOK AFTER THE FIELDS? = LY dW) ee 





RAM SHASTRI STEPPED OUT OF HIS PALANQUIN. 

—_—— — | THE PESHWA’S SOLDIERS 

a WHAT [S$ THE ARE LAYING WASTE OUR 
MATTER? WHAT IS | FIELDS-THEY ARE TAKING 

ALL THE COMMOTION) AWAY THE YOUNG MEN. 


ABOUT? 






RAM SHASTRI GLANCED TOWARDS THE FIELDS. 


[come ON | twonrr. | 
ai ae , 


we OOM | THEN PLLHAVE : 
5, | TO TAKE YoU BY : 
} | FORCE! lf 
_ 






STOP| WHAT 
ARE YOU UP TO? 
LEAVE HIN ALONE. 






WE ARE UP TONOTHING. | 
THE PESHWA NEEDS FIFTY KELEASE THE FARMERS. | WILL 
LABOURERS URGENTLY. WE | TALK TO THE PESHWA, 

ARE COLLECTING THEM. 
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THE FARMERS, CONFIDENT OF RAM SHASTRI’S PROTECTION, REFUSED TO MOVE 


RIGHT. WE SHALL 


Br hy vm Al + ‘i uy! ‘er ! Wir 
f ‘ are 1 ' it Bhi kc q ig “At : 
Tole ji ' A gs fnks’ Ye ‘ My iis 2 


} 
. Dah ie bia eR \ | 
h) ri Wy) ' Ris, ; ; th 


Whe 


WE ARE CARRYING OUT THE ORDERS BY ALL MEANS, DO| 

| OF OUR SUBEDAR. IF THEY DON’T ISHALL PLEAD THE 

| COME WE’LL HAVE TO ARREST THEM. FARMERS’CASE WITH 
THE PESHWA. 


a a iid 
a, ; : ah 


: ‘| y = oy / / ‘, F. = y| 
ee t by Wi) 7 ria 7S i : 


THE SOLDIERS ARRESTED THE 
FARMERS AND LED THEM TO THE PESHWA. 





THE PESHWA WAS SURPRISED WHEN HE HEARD THE 
CHARGES AGAINST RAM SHASTRI. 


SHASTRIUI, I5 IT TRUE = 
THAT YOU HAVE INTERFERED 

WITH THE pido WITH YOUR 

OF THE $TATE? PERMISSION MAY | 

| HAVE My SAY ? 


wen 1 ay I 


\T IS NEARING HARVEST 
TIME. IF THE FARMERS ARE 
“4 i ie AWAY THE LANP WILL LIE FALLOW.| 
ph aR >) vere FAMINE WILL STRIKE AND 
as) Y THE RULER WILL HAVE FAILED 
)_ {| YOU HAVE My IN HIS DUTY, 
we—| PERMISSION. Lo 





YOU HAVE A RIGHT OVER 
EACH AND EVERY ONE OF 

) YOUR SUBJECTS. BUT THERE Jams 
ARE PRIORITIES. i 


JN TIMES OF NEED THESE 


VERY FARMERS WOULD Qaim Co 4178)| we woutn! | 
RUSH TO YOUR AID. —n > Ce ) 
= A | : r es — WES nF 
F é : X e of r 


> Se AND OUR WIVES AND fF 
CHILDREN TOO. 


N 1SEE YOUR POINT. FORCED AN ch 
"ss LABOUR WILL BE BANNED HAS 
Sy HENCEFORTH IN OUR , 





THE ESHA PARDONED 7 THE FARMERS 3 AND SENT THEM BACK 70 THEIR FIELDS. RAM es 
SHASTRI'S NAME BECAME A BYWORD FOR JUSTICE AND HIS FAME SPREAD OVER 
ie _ THE ENTIRE MARATHA KINGDOM 






ONE DAY MADHAV RAO’S DECLINING HEALTH TOOK A TURN 
FOR THE WORSE, HIS BROTHER NARAYAN RAO AND RAM SHASTRI 
WERE AT HIS BEDSIDE. 






MY END IS NEAR. | 
WOULD LIKE TO SEE 
RAGHOBA. 
















RAGHOBA, ALSO KNOWN AS RAGHUNATH RAO, WAS THE PESHWAS UNCLE. 
MADHAV RAO HAD TO PLACE HIM UNDER HOUSE ARREST BECAUSE HE AND HIS 
AMBITIOUS WIFE ANAND! WERE FOREVER PLOTTING AGAINST HIM. | 








THE PESHWA WANTS | 
TO SEE you! 





Any 
a 7 5 
i E 
| 
1 
fi 


ee a 





YOU ARE NO LONGER UNDER ARREST, 
UNCLE. LET US FORGET THE PAST. 

| LEAVE YOUNG NARAYAN 
IN YOUR CARE. MAKE HIM 
"i XS THE NEXT PESH WA AND - 
>> YOU GE H His REGENT. 






WHEN i rst oo REACHED 
THE Te esis Berane BEDSIDE - 













RAGHOBA WAS DELIGHTED. HE CAME BACK TO 
ANANDI, JUBILANT, 


| | HAVE GOOD NEWS! WE ARE FREE. 
/|] | MADHAV RAO IS ABOUT To DIE. 








PESHWA AND ALL THE POWER— 
IN MY HANDS! 


| OH! DON’T WORRY. 
| | HAVE MY OWN 
PLANS. 





| NARAYAN WILL BECOME THE TITULAR | | 


THE THRONE MAKES A 
PESHWA, NOT POWER. 
NOW YOU DO THE DIRTY 
WORK $0 THAT NARAYAN 
GAN ENJOY THE THRONE. 








AFEW DAYS LATER RAGHOBA CALLED 
ANANDIBAI TO HIM. 


HERE! REAP THIS 
ANP YOU’LL UNDERSTAND 


h, 
aL 


7. | h H : 
i\\ Wer) 
VAN & 


IT WAS TO ate OF HIS: SOLDIERS. 











ns nREED Pre 
YOU Wend you 
NA eA BE PAID. ++ i 
KIDNAP 
INDEED! 
KILL SHOULD, 
BE THE WORD. 1 


ANANDIBAI SOON RETURNED WITH 
THE LETTER. 


EXCELLENT! WHY DON’T 
YOU PUT YOUR SEALON IT. 


I CAN DISPATCH IT RIGHT J 
m|_ AWAY. Z 


RAGHOBA HAD NO IDEA THAT HE HAD 
PUT HIS SEAL ON A DEATH WARRANT. 





THERE IS NO LIGHT ff 
HERE, I’LL GO OUT | 
AND READ IT. 


As S00N AS S RAGHOBAS SOLDIER 
GOT THE LETTER— 


RAGHOBA HAP TALKED 

OF KIDNAPPING... 

HE SEEMS TO HAVE GHANGEP 
HIS MIND. WELL ITS NONE 


OF MY BUSINESS. COME MY 
MEN, LET’S 60. 





HE AND HIS MEN CHARGED INTO 
NARAYAN RAQ’S ROOM— 
} eee — TI | 
= ae: | 








ht 


| SAVE ME! UNCLE 


PLEASE SAVE ME! 









Pa SE = st WA, lie? a 
. ————— 
i — — = RY tien 








ah : 1 An a 


SS ——__—______ 


TT iy : SE ESN 
TT ad, ee 


; RAGHOBA WAS BEWILDERED, BUT 


ANANDIBAI GLARED AT HIM, 
__FORBIDDING HIM TO MOVE, 


| 
| 


m \| UNCLE SAVE M.. 
Sd eee ACArH| 





WHEN RAM SHASTRI LEARNT OF THE MURDER OF NARAYAN RAO IN BROAD 
DAYLIGHT, HE WAS AGHAST. HE PACED UP AND DOWN His ROOM. 










=< _—— —__ = 


SUDDENLY A COMMOTION ON THE STREET DISTRACTED HIM 
AE LOOKED OUT OF THE WINDOW.RAGHOBA WAS GOING IN 


PROCESSION TO THE PURBAR. 


WHAT'S THAT? 3 











or rl 












SW 
—_—_ _ 









TERLY DISGUSTED BY THE SIGHT, HE ||... T0 FIND THE WIFE OF THE PESHWAS BODYGUARD 
|| WAITING PATIENTLY FOR HIS ATTENTION. | 


TURNED ROUNP... 
j ZiCy iy 








YOU HERE? 
——~ WHAT D0 
Dey A YOU WANT? 






BUT WHO WILL 
DARE TO... 


ri! | WILL.IT 
Dl IS-IT Is... 
S| 


WHAT! HIS OWN UNCLE? 
IMPOSS|BLE! 

IT IS DANGEROUS TO 
SPKEAP RUMOURS. 


| HAVE PROOF. HERE i? 
THE LETTER. MY 
HUSBAND TOOK IT | 
FRON\ RAGHOBA’S SOLDIERS— | 
ALMOST KILLING HIMSELF 
IN THE SCUFFLE. 





| AN LEAVING FOR 
THE CORONATION DURBAR. 


| CANNOT WASTE ANOTHER 
MOMENT. 


WAIT! AS CHIEF JUSTICE 
IT 15 MY PRIVILEGE TO fay 
LEAD THE PESHWATO [fq 
re THE THRONE. 
fat Bl 3 v0 ee 
Pa VOW | a ees 


aT Ne 
EG 
Tuy 


| KNOW YOUR 
| FEELINGS- ONLY 
TOO WELL. 


At. 





Q 00 CEE OLO'©0 00.0% 
YOUR WORDS SOOTHE ME. 


eS 
S0 ALSO. 
| ’ 
| WANT YOU TO CONTINUE ca 


IN THE CAUSE OF 
AS CHIEF JUSTICE IN MY REIGN. JUSTICE | SHALL 
THE PESHWA'’S SWORD WILL ALWAYS | | DEPRIVE YOU OF THE 


STAND BY YOU IN THE CAUSE SWORD, IF NEED BE. 
OF JUSTICE. | . 


Par Sean! | WHY DO YOU HESITATE? | 
COME RAGHOBA. |ggm’))\ 2 Seem | THE GREEN VELVET OF 
THE THRONE WAITS Samia’ Vay ~My | THE VACANT THRONE (5 at SY 
FOR YOU. Se re _-$] | YET FREE OF THE RED STAINS [SS =) 
| 1 | OF BLOOD. 4 


BY NOW ANANDIBAI SENSED THAT ALL WAS NOT WELL. 


she BEANE NERVOUS, HOW CAN HE? A COWARD 
LIKE HIM DARE NOT EVEN 


COME ON. HURRY. | | TOUCH THE SACRED THRONE. 
SIT ON THE THRONE. | dei | 





THE COURTIERS WERE AGHAST. 


Ae aT | ss 
i | 
Li | 4 tees 


RAM SHASTRI, BEWARE! 
YOU ARE GOING TOO FAR. 


THIS TRAITOR OPENLY 


INSULTS THE PESHWA. 


ISN'T THERE ONE 
AMONG YOU WHO 15 
MAN ENOUGH TO 
SILENCE HIM2 


WHAT? KILLED | 
NARAYAN RAD? 
NEVER. IT WAS A... 


ee 5 

eg i 

ens 
May wig NS 


| Sm 

HE 16 A COWARD! Lia | 
HE HAS HAD His OWN «I 
NEPHEW MURDERED 

TO USURP THE THRONE! |e 


NO, ANANDIBAI. 

THIS PLACE IS BEREFT 

OF MEN. OTHERWISE A 

MURDERER WOULD NOT 
ASCEND THE THRONE. 





alt J i fy 
hat } 7 oe 
i Ba F | (i } 


JUST THEN RAGHOBA'S SOLDIER RUSHED 
TOWARDS RAM SHASTRI. 


) SHALL SILENCE 
YOU FOREVER, 


RAM SHASTRI PULLED OUT THE LETTER 
FROM HIS CUMMERBUND. 







| UNDAUNTED RAM SHASTRI STEPPED FORWARD. 







THAT’S IT! RAISE 
YOUR SWORP HIGH. 
LET THE SUBEDARS 
\\) OF THE LATE PESHWA 
Wm SEE THE STAINS OF 
te) HIS PURE BLOOD, 





IN THIS LETTER 
\. [HAVE THE EVIDENCE 
% OF YOUR GUILT. AND 
Mie, 'T CARRIES THE 
W SEAL OF RAGHOBA. 








ANANDIBAI TURNED PALE WHEN SHE SAW AS THEY RUSHED FORWARD, TWO SUBEDARS — 
| THE LETTER. SHE TURNED TO THE SOLDIERS, INTERVENED. 


al 


BEWARE SOLDIERS! 
— OUR SWORDS ARE 
WHAT ARE YO Mey | DRAWN IN THE 
arg Hee a Ps SERVICE OF JUSTICE. 
PUT HIM IN CHAINS. Tihs SHASTRI BUA! WHAT DOES 
| THE LETTER SAY2 


|FOR A MOMENT RAGHOBA WAS TONGUE-TIED. THEN- | 


RAM SHASTRI, 

NARAYAN RAO 

WAS A VICTIM 
OF 





YOU ARE THE SHASTRI. YOU 
KNOW THE PENALTY FORK 
POLITICAL MURPERS. SPEAK 
OUT. | APPEAL 10 YOU TO. 
AND | SHALL ATONE. 















UWA 
J 


THE COURTIERS WERE IMPRESSED BY THE PESHWA’S WORDS, BUT NOT RAM SHASTRI. 









FOR HIM THERE WAS NO COMPROMISE 
WHERE JUSTICE WAS CONCERNED. 


i Sail | | | FX SOLDIERS! 
my i/| FOR A MURDERER : yr f | ofl CHAIN THE TRAITOR. 

Bay) | THERE ONLY one ry ee | 
WOR | PENALTY. DEATH. 
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SUBEDARS, IT 15 FUTILE.AS 
LONG A$ THIS SINNER ANP 


AHA! ONE STEP MORE 


MURDERER SITS ON THE THRONE [eer 
RAM SHASTRI SHALL BE AN ALIEN pao 


AND YOU WILL IN POONA, 


BE PEAY! 











RAM SHASTRI, YOU HAVE 
BEEN TRULY LOYAL TO 
THE LATE PESHWAS. THE 
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HALL BE TO YOu. 
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FIRST SALUTE OF THE DAY |. 
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| AM HONOURED. 

| SHALL RETURN, BUT ONLY 
WHEN THE THRONE SHAKES 
OFF THE MURDERER! 


TRUE TO HIS WORP RAM SHASTRI LEFT POONA, AND RETURNEP ONLY 
WHEN THE POSTHUMOUS SON OF NARAYAN RAO - SA\WAI 
MADHAV RAO-WAS BORN AND WAS MADE THE PESHWA.FROM THEN 
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RAM SHASTRI 


Even as a child he was known for his honesty and upright behaviour. 
Ram Shastri started his life as a servant in a rich household. 
However, his determination to learn the scriptures caught the 
Plicciicels ‘of the resident priest. It was a long and arduous | journey but 
hard work and determination took him to the position of Chief Justice 
under the Peshwas of Maharashtra. Respected by his peers, Ram 
Shastri’s sense of justice and fair play, at a time when corruption and 
nepotism held sway, earned him the love and loyalty of the people. 
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